English 10A - American Literature
Course Syllabus 2013-2014
Class:  English 10A
Length of Course:  Semester (66 minute periods, meets daily)

Textbooks:  
Elements of Literature:  Fifth Course – American Literature (Holt, Rinehart,      and Winston, Inc. 2007)


Twain, Mark: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  Holt, Rinehart, Winston, 1995.

Unit 1
Length of Unit:  5.5 weeks
Anchor Texts:

The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Informational Text:

“The Dying Girl That No One Helped,” by Loudon Wainright


“Civil Disobedience” by Henry David Thoreau

Media:


Power of One

Genre/Period
· American Colonial Poetry

· American Renaissance Poetry/Essays

· Romanticism
· Post World War II Drama

· Historical Drama

· Political Allegory

· Magazine articles

· Media Clips

· Biographies

· Autobiographies

· Persuasive Essay

· Literary Critique

Big Ideas

· Power of the individual

· Willingness to make sacrifices for the truth

· Dealing with Powerful Accusers

· Puritanism

· Resentment

· Hysteria

· Hypocrisy

Unit 2
Length of Unit:  5.5 weeks
Anchor Texts:


The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

Connections:  Various Authors

Genre/Period

· American Renaissance 

· Romanticism
· Transcendentalism
· Realism
· Naturalism
· Picaresque genre
· Satire
· Historical Fiction
· Author Study of Mark Twain
· Editorial
· News Article
· Critical Analysis essay
· Political Cartoons
· Satire in the Media
· Literary Nonfiction
Big Ideas

· Integrity
· Discovering the Truth
· Courage
· Freedom
· Nobility
· Satire
· American Culture in the mid-1800s
· Forces of Change
· Democratic Theories of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness
Grammar Skills/ Units Covered:

· Clauses
· Phrases
· Subject/Verb Agreement
· Regular and Irregular Verbs
· Pronoun Cases
· Modifiers
· Sentence Structure
Other Skills:

Speaking/Presenting


Vocabulary Building


Self-Evaluation/Group Evaluation

Class Evaluation:

 Your grade will be based upon a weighted graded system.  Your grade will be based on the following categories:  

80% Daily Work, 20% Major Writing assignments/tests, and Quizzes

20% Final Exam  
Extra Credit:  In the semester each student is able to turn in Devil Dollars for extra credit throughout the semester.  If a student turns in three Devil Dollars, they will be awarded five extra credit points.  If a student turns in five Devil Dollars, they will be awarded ten extra credit points.  The maximum amount of Devil Dollars that a student can turn in the length of a trimester is five Devil Dollars.
Class Expectations

1.  Be on Time.  You can look at the code of conduct for the school policy for tardies and attendance in your student agenda.  

2.  Be Prepared.  Always bring materials that are needed for this class.  Examples:  Textbook, notebook paper, writing utencil.

3.  Always complete assignments.  One way to keep your grade up is to have assignments completed on time.  Once you get behind, it is hard to get caught up.
S.O.S. (Save Our Students)

Objective:  Provide students with teacher assisted help when missing assignments brings their grade below 70%.

*  When a student does not turn ina n assignment and that causes their grade to fall balow 70%, the teacher will assign S.OS.  for the next day.  If the student turns in the missing assignment by 8:00am the next day, they do not have to attend S.O.S.

*  The teacher will attempt to make parent contact by phone or email.  It is the students’ responsibility to inform parents and make transportation arrangements ahead of time.  The student may avoid going to S.O.S. if he/she completes the assignment.

*  The student will be given a minimum of 50% credit for satisfactory completion of the assignment.

*  Students that do not report to S.O.S. as directed will be referred to the office for disciplinary action. 
4.  Talk when appropriate.  Don’t talk when I am talking, there will be time that it is appropriate to talk to your friends.  If you have a question please raise your hand.

5.  Stay in your seat.  There will be times when we work in groups, please stay in those groups.  Stay in your seat unless it is to ask me a question.

6.  You must have your agenda to go to the restroom.  If you do not have your agenda for me to sign, you will have to wait until the end of the class period.

